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PERTH STADIUM — PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE 

713. MR S.J. PRICE to the Minister for Transport: 

Before I ask my question, I acknowledge Mr Meachem and the students from the wonderful Wattle Grove Primary 
School who are in the public gallery today. 

I refer to projects, such as the Perth Stadium footbridge, that the previous Liberal-National government failed to 
deliver. Can the minister advise the house how she is dealing with the consequences of the decisions made by the 
cabinet of the previous Liberal–National government which, according to the former Premier, was substandard? 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI replied: 
I thank the member for Forrestfield for that question. As the former Premier said — 
Mr C.J. Barnett interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Cottesloe, you know better than that. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: As the former Premier said, the second-term cabinet did not have the horsepower to make 
good decisions. The stadium footbridge was one of those bad decisions made by the second-term cabinet. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The bridge should have been finished by late last year. When we won government in March 
this year, not one bit of those arches had arrived and not one bit of that deck had been completed—not one bit—
even though it should have been completed by the end of last year. In over two years, there was not one bit of arch 
and not one bit of deck. In eight months, that bridge is being built here in Western Australia. Work is underway 
by more than 200 workers, who are building that bridge. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I will let the member for Churchlands know. 
The previous government had a delay of over two and a half years. We set a completion date for March. We are 
now moving that target date to May, for two reasons: the lay-down area, which was prescribed under the contract 
with the stadium builders, had to be moved because of the contract signed by the previous government; and, 
because of the nature of the bridge, there were also other delays in relation to the shipment of steel. 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 
Mr D.T. Redman interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members, I have been where you are. I know you like to have funny one-liners, but this is a fairly 
serious thing. Let us progress. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I am proud of the bridge being built in WA. The latest decision is based on advice the 
government received from the contractors that the removal of the fabric around that bridge would be the right 
decision for government, as it would save millions in construction and maintenance costs; improve the structural 
integrity of the bridge, which is something I am very keen on; and, importantly, potentially allow for bridge climbs 
into the future for a major tourism destination. We are getting on with the job! 
The opposition does not act like an opposition. Its members are like the cast of Gilligan’s Island. 
Several members interjected. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Members should look at them. There is the skipper, who helped shipwreck the SS Minnow on 
11 March. Members of the opposition do not know what wave hit them. If only they could get along, they could 
fix the SS Minnow and get the heck out of there. There is the skipper, the millionaire, the failed rock star, the 
professor and, of course, Gilligan himself, who is being pushed around by the skipper. If only they got along, they 
could fix the SS Minnow and get the heck out of there. 
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